Restorative Justice

1. Relationships – developing caring connections and finding common ground
2. Respect – listening to other’s opinions/concerns and valuing them
3. Responsibility – being accountable for actions taken
4. Restoration – repairing harm that has been caused
5. Reintegration – ensuring all remained included and involved

Circles are important for:
1. Opportunities to respond
2. Everyone can be seen and heard
3. Community-building
4. Equalizes everyone
5. Proactive
6. Builds relationships
7. Teaches
8. Problem solving
9. Plan
10. Repair harm

Kinds of Circles:
· Prevention Circles – talking circle - community/relationship building
· Restorative Circles – to repair harm that creates a dialogue between those involved

Prevention Circle:
1. Intentional
2. Teacher plays an active role
3. Talking piece – could be a stick, stuffed animal, etc.
4. Teacher facilitated – could lead to student facilitation down the road
5. What’s said in the circle, stays in the circle
6. Possible start with weekly or daily circles
7. Helps to reinforce how our class and relationships function together
8. Everybody has a voice and opportunity to contribute
9. Power of listening to each other and understanding each other’s feelings
10. Topics – start easy 
11. Circle should last around 20 minutes

[bookmark: _GoBack]*** Thought around that it’s harder to bully someone you know, thus, preventative circles are great and can have lasting effects 
(i.e., easier to bully someone you don’t know or have connections with)


Book – “Circle Forward –Building a Restorative School Community”
Great for opening circle rounds – lots of circle ideas and topics
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