Social Studies Instruction in Bend-La Pine Schools
Overview, 2021-2022

Throughout Bend-La Pine Schools, social studies instruction focuses on addressing Oregon’s state standards (Oregon's social sciences standards). These include age-appropriate standards in historical knowledge, historical thinking, economics, civics and government, multicultural studies, geography, financial literacy, and social science analysis. 

We believe our students need to gain knowledge and skills in all the areas listed above. Our curriculum materials and instruction must help students understand both the past and its impact on the present. This includes systemic oppression, racial and cultural identity formation, historic and modern discrimination, among other topics. For Oregonians, living in a state with a significant history of discrimination and exclusion against People of Color, these issues are especially relevant. It is also critical that students learn about the significant contributions People of Color, women, and other marginalized populations have made to our state, nation, and the world throughout history. 

We believe our students need to learn to discuss and debate significant issues in a reasoned and well-informed manner. Students also need to learn how to find and evaluate source material, how to understand and articulate a variety of perspectives on an issue, and how to create reasoned defenses for their opinions. In age-appropriate ways, our classroom teachers must create safe environments for these activities to occur. They also need to ensure that they act as facilitators and moderators, recognizing the importance of maintaining a neutral stance as students explore topics (Controversial issues policy). 

Currently, due to media exposure, even sensationalism, many families are asking school and district staff whether Bend-La Pine Schools teaches Critical Race Theory (CRT). CRT is a theoretical framework most often discussed and debated in higher education. As mentioned above, Oregon’s standards include topics related to race, ethnicity, and discrimination; however, CRT is not part of Bend-La Pine Schools’ social studies curriculum at any level. 

