April 27th 


Middle and High School Principals,

With the large number of students required to quarantine in recent days, we have many students at home for several days at a time. It’s challenging for staff, students, and their families, and we are continuing to examine ways to support all of you. In the meantime, questions have been raised about teachers’ responsibilities to their absent students. Below, I have tried to address some of these, in consultation with Katie and Jim and Sarah Barclay. 

What has always been the case when students are absent: 

· Students who are absent get access to assignments, materials, and activities that can be completed at home. 

· Students who have been absent have the opportunity to make up work they have missed that cannot be completed at home. If students ride the bus, these opportunities need to take place within school hours. Alternatively, teachers can modify or waive assignments.

What is new in Bend-La Pine Schools: 

· We have a districtwide learning management system, which all students and staff in grades 6-12 know how to access. Therefore, we are requiring that teachers post relevant materials in Canvas each day. Teachers MAY choose to record classes and post videos, but this is not required. 

What we’re doing to support students missing classes:

· We are in a difficult situation with the April spike in positive Covid-19 cases. Teachers in core content areas who are willing to be paid to tutor students in their content area either before or after school should check with their administrators for approval. 

It is our hope that this is a temporary spike and that these quarantine numbers will diminish over the next couple of weeks. We are also consulting with local public health authorities and our nursing staff to ensure we are appropriately quarantining students. Teachers can help support this process by keeping accurate attendance charts, holding classes like PE outdoors when possible, encouraging students to stay six feet apart at meal times, etc. 

We are monitoring these numbers on a daily basis and will look at other options if we don’t see a reduction in positive cases soon. 
